Getting Started
University Admissions Philosophy
Most students are concerned about what they will do after high school; what to study and where to
study are common questions for high school students. Choosing a course of study and a school is a
process that involves exploration, self-reflection, and identification of individual strengths and needs.
Bali Island School will guide you through this process and help you identify colleges that will best suit
your individual needs.
Each student has his or her passions and ambitions. To get an idea about which school is best suited
for you in pursuing these passions, we have to get to know you. In what kind of environment do you
work best? What do you consider the positive and negative things about your high school experience?
What inspires you? What and who do you want to be? What do you value most?
Your responses to these many questions are uniquely yours, and the path you follow as you go
through this process is as individual as you are. Your Counselor will help you make decisions along
the way, meet with you regularly, provide options and information, and meet with you and your
parents together to discuss options. Ultimately, the final decision of where you attend university
belongs to you, and your family. After all, your success is up to you!
Please use this Handbook as a guide, keeping in mind that there are many other additional resources
that may better fit your learning and decision-making style. There is no single methodology for
pursuing your goals after high school. The essential ingredients are a willingness to face uncertainties,
keeping an open mind, and making decisions based on sound and thorough research.
Bali Island School believes that each of you has what it takes to attain your goals and we are here to
support you in this process.
Best wishes,
BIS School Counselor

Oh, The Places You’ll Go! -Dr. Seuss
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Chapter 1
CHAPTER 1: University Guidance – CALENDAR 2020-2021
July 31st

Last day to register for Aug. SAT https://www.collegeboard.org/

August 21st

Last day to register for Sep ACT http://www.act.org/

August 28th

Last day to register for the OCT 28th PSAT. Please register yourself at the
counseling office.

August 29th

SAT @ BIS begins at 8:00 am SHARP (bring admission ticket, photo ID, No. 2
pencils, erasers and a calculator with new batteries)

September 4th

Last day to register for October SAT

September 12th

ACT @BIS begins at 8:00 am SHARP (bring admission ticket, photo ID, a
calculator with new batteries)

September 26th

SAT @ BIS begins at 8:00 am SHARP (bring admission ticket, photo ID, No. 2
pencils, erasers and a calculator with new batteries)

September 30th

Last day to request a letter of recommendation for Oct. 15th & Nov. 1st
applications.

October 1st

Last day to declare to your Counselor if applying Early Action or Early Decision in
the US or applying to Medical/Veterinary programs in UK (with Oct 15 deadlines)

October 3rd

SAT @ BIS begins at 8:00 am SHARP (bring admission ticket, photo ID, No. 2
pencils, erasers and a calculator with new batteries)

October 9th

Last day to register for November SAT

October 15th

Early Action/ Early Decision deadline at some schools in North America.
UK deadline for medicine & veterinary science courses

October 28th

PSAT @BIS (bring No. 2 pencils, erasers and a calculator with new batteries)

November 1st

Early Action/ Early Decision deadline at most schools in North America.

November 6th

Last day to register for December SAT

November 7th

SAT @ BIS begins at 8:00 am SHARP (bring admission ticket, photo ID, No. 2
pencils, erasers and a calculator with new batter

November 15th

Last day to request a letter of recommendation for Regular Decision applications
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November 30th

APPLICATION FINAL LIST DEADLINE- last day to add universities to BridgeU
without Counselor approval

December 5th

SAT @ BIS begins at 8:00 am SHARP (bring admission ticket, photo ID, No. 2
pencils, erasers and a calculator with new batteries)

January 17th

Last day to register for February ACT

February 6th

ACT @BIS begins at 8:00 am SHARP (bring admission ticket, photo ID, a
calculator with new batteries)

February 13th

Last day to register for March SAT

March 13th

SAT @ BIS begins at 8:00 am SHARP (bring admission ticket, photo ID, No. 2
pencils, erasers and a calculator with new batteries)

April 9th

Last day to register for May SAT

May 1st

Deadline in US/Canada to declare acceptance to attending university and pay
admissions deposit at one school only

May 7th

Last day to register for June SAT

May 8th

SAT @ BIS begins at 8:00 am SHARP (bring admission ticket, photo ID, No. 2
pencils, erasers and a calculator with new batteries)

May 22nd

Last day to register for June ACT

June 5th

SAT @ BIS begins at 8:00 am SHARP (bring admission ticket, photo ID, No. 2
pencils, erasers and a calculator with new batteries)

June 12th

ACT @BIS begins at 8:00 am SHARP (bring admission ticket, photo ID, a
calculator with new batteries)

July

IB Scores available online via IBO.org/sent to attending university
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Senior Year Timetable
August-November
Stay on track with your grades and extracurricular activities Review your schedule to meet graduation
requirements and pursue the most challenging courses you are capable of. Ideally, universities prefer
continued study in all the major subject areas – English, Humanities, Languages, Math and Science –
as well as fine arts and additional courses.
Achieve the highest grades you are capable of! REMEMBER, a student’s performance in High School
(the difficulty of their program and their academic achievement in grades 9-12) is the single most
important factor in the college admissions process. While you no longer have control over PAST
grades, you do have control over this semester!
Research Universities Read catalogs and college guides, visit websites for information, e-mail
admissions and financial aid offices for information/applications. The goal is to apply to a range of
schools that reflect your personal admissions, educational and financial criteria.
Set a Family Meeting with your Counselor This is a required meeting. Share your university plans and
research and discuss what’s possible in terms of family finances, locations, and programs of study.
Finalize your university list. Use the information you’ve gathered from visits, interviews, and your own
research to decide which schools you will apply to. It is okay to apply to colleges that you think will
be more difficult to get into. But it’s also important to put a few less selective schools (where you’re
sure you’ll get in) on your list.
Take standardized tests. Register for upcoming (Aug, Sep, Oct, Nov, Dec) SAT I and SAT II exams at:
www.collegeboard.org and the TOEFL exam at: www.ets.org or ielts exam at: www.ialf.edu. Additional
registration information is available from your counselor and posted outside the Counseling Office. Be
sure you have requested that your test scores be sent to the colleges of your choice. This is your
responsibility!
Request Letters of Recommendation. If Teacher recommendations are needed for university
applications, please approach the Teacher NOW for preliminary affirmation that they are willing to
write you a recommendation and let them know the earliest date you will need them by. Please
complete a Letter of Recommendation Request Form, found in your homeroom, the Counseling Office
and CCC, and submit to Teachers once they have agreed to write your recommendation. This form
must be signed by the Teacher and turned in to the Counseling Office in order for us to keep track of
your letters and notify Teachers of deadlines.
Meet with your Counselor. Complete and submit the BIS Student Profile form that provides
comprehensive, autobiographical information to your counselor so you may be advised appropriately.
Remember that this information will also provide the foundation for the important School/Counselor
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Recommendation. Meet with your Counselor after sending in the BIS Student Profile to review it
together and discuss your future plans.
Complete applications. Finish the application forms for the schools you’re interested in. Proofread
them and make extra copies before you send them. Make sure you and your school have sent all
necessary materials, including test scores, recommendations, transcripts, essays, and certification of
finances if needed. You should plan to get all this done before the winter break, so that you won’t be
rushing to make deadlines.
EARLY DECISION, EARLY ADMISSIONS, AND EARLY BIRD (CALIFORNIA STATE/UNIVERSITY SYSTEM)
APPLICANTS:
December-February Act on the results of early decision applications. If you applied Early Decision (ED),
you’ll soon find out if you were accepted. If you get in, you must withdraw your applications from
other schools and you must attend your ED school. If you do not get in, keep your other applications
out there and focus on those colleges. If you applied Early Action (EA) you will find out early (in
December) whether you got in but do not need to make a final decision until May 1st.
Follow up on your applications. Verify with your Counselor that all forms are in order and have been
sent out to colleges. Check with the schools to make sure they have received all your information,
including test scores, transcripts, and recommendations.
Submit financial Aid: CSS/profile, FAFSA and foreign student financial aid application The
CSS/PROFILE form is required by many private colleges and universities in the US for financial aid
consideration. Please be aware that there are very limited funds for international students. Thus the
competition for those limited funds is very high and awarded to the finest students. Registration for
the CSS/PROFILE should be initiated 4-6 weeks before your earliest college application. FAFSA (Free
Application for Federal Student Aid) is required by most American universities in order to be
considered for financial aid, although eligibility for federal (US Government) aid is limited to US
Citizens and permanent residents. The FAFSA forms are available at: www.fafsa.ed.gov starting in
November.
Send mid-year grade reports. Ask your Counselor to send your mid-year grade reports to the
universities you applied to. Most mid year grades will be sent via BridgeU. Remember, the universities
will continue to keep track of your grades, so it’s important to keep working hard throughout your
senior year. Universities can and do retract offers for poor grade 12 reports.
March-June Check out your options if you’re put on a waitlist. Being put on a waitlist is not a rejection.
You should receive a decision by May. In the meantime, keep your options open in case you don’t get
in.
Compare financial aid packages. Make sure to consider each financial aid award carefully. If you have
questions, don’t hesitate to contact the financial aid office of the university to get more information.
Financial aid is a key factor in deciding where you will attend.
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Make your final university decision. Notify all universities of your intent by May 1. Make sure to send
your deposit to your chosen school and ask your counselor to send your final transcript to that
university in June. You may not dual deposit! Please politely decline offers from the universities you
will not be attending or are waitlisted for so that others can attend.
Complete enrollment forms for the university you will attend. Once you accept an offer, you should
receive information from the school about course scheduling, orientation sessions, housing
arrangements, student visa processing, and other necessary forms. Be sure to complete all required
forms by the appropriate deadlines. Be sure to have your IB scores sent to your chosen school so that
you can receive college credit and/or finalize conditional offers. The IB Coordinator will collect this
information and scores will be sent via IBO.org.
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Chapter 2
CHAPTER 2: Admission Applications
What You Submit is a Representation of You
If you are submitting an online application:
√ Only submit your application after you have completed all of the questions and have carefully
proofread your answers. After you submit an online application, it’s usually not possible to make a
correction. Take your time and carefully read the instructions!
√ Pay attention to any required supplements for your application. Make sure you know whether you
can electronically submit your supplement or if you need to mail a copy.
√ Some online applications ask you to submit the names and emails of those writing your letters of
recommendation. Make sure you put in the correct name and contact information so a link can be
emailed to them, and your letter of recommendation can be uploaded via this link. *Most
recommendations will be sent via BridgeU or UCAS.
If you are completing a paper application: √ Read all directions before you begin and save a copy of
everything that will be sent. The application should be completed accurately and professionally. Print
clearly when completing paper applications. If you submit a sloppy application, the committee will
assume you do sloppy work. √ Give a response to each question on the application form. If you have
no answer to a question, type or write “N/A” (meaning not applicable). √ Give/send your Counselor any
forms that s/he will need to complete-six weeks in advance is not too early!
Admission Options Various types of admissions options may be available at a given school in addition
to regular admission. These include:
Early Decision (ED) Students apply to their first choice school early in the fall of their senior year and
are notified of the school’s decision in December. YOU MAY ONLY APPLY TO ONE SCHOOL THIS WAY!
The decision may be an acceptance, denial, or deferral, where the application is held for consideration
in the regular applicant pool. The student must attend if accepted. This is a binding contract.
Early Action (EA)The timing is often the same as Early Decision but there is no binding contract. Many
universities offer Early Action in which they respond early to an early submission of your application.
With EA, you are not bound to your acceptance, and may still apply to other colleges or universities
and make your final decision by May 1st.
Restrictive Early Action (REA) Restrictive Early Action (sometimes known as Single-Choice Early
Action) admissions programs are only offered at Stanford University, Harvard College, Princeton
University, Boston College and Yale University. The Restrictive Early Action program is like other
non-binding plans in that candidates who are admitted early need not respond to the offer of
admission until May 1, and may apply Regular Decision to other schools. Being admitted early would,
for example, still allow you to compare offers of financial aid in the spring. However, if you apply
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Restrictive Early Action to these schools, you may not simultaneously apply Early Action or Early
Decision to any other school. In other words, students who are candidates for another college's Early
Action or Early Decision program may not apply for Restrictive Early Action at Stanford, Harvard,
Princeton, Boston College, or Yale.
Rolling Admission Applications are reviewed as the student’s file is completed and the student is
notified within a few weeks.
Deferred Admission An admitted student may delay or defer enrollment in order to work, travel, or
pursue special programs. This is sometimes called a “gap year.” Most private institutions willingly
grant deferrals; they are happy to accept a more mature and experienced student the following year.
Students generally cannot attend another college during this time.
The Application and Application Process
The college application materials generally include:
● The student’s application
● Application fee
● High school transcript
● Secondary school report form
● Teacher reports or evaluations
● Letters of recommendation [Teacher(s) and Counselor]
● Essay/s
● High school profile and, in some cases:
● Certificate of finances or bank statements
● Application for scholarship/financial aid
● Supplements e.g., art portfolio, musical recording, demonstration of athletic performance
The application provides direct and specific communication between the student applicant and the
university. As the university wants the application to provide information in order to evaluate the
student, completing the application accurately and neatly requires time, energy, and careful attention
to detail.
The application process is generally completed during the first semester of the student’s grade 12
year. Ideally, Counselors would like to see grade 12 students complete the process before they leave
for the winter holiday. For this reason the BIS internal deadline for completing supporting documents
(Counselor/Teacher recommendations) is December 1st.
STEP 1: After obtaining an application (online or paper) from each university to which you are
applying, make individual files for each application. If the institutions accept the Common Application,
you may wish to consider that option for multiple applications. Students complete it once online and
send it to multiple universities. Some universities will require additional supplements beyond the
Common App, which is now linked to BridgeU.
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STEP 2: Review all of the applications and create a checklist of what needs to be done, who does it,
and when it needs to be completed. (See general checklist at the end of this manual)
STEP 3: Complete the form(s). Be sure to read the entire application form before completing any of the
sections. Follow each direction exactly and provide all of the information requested.
STEP 4: Keep your Counselor informed of the names and numbers of universities to which you are
applying so that your Term One grades and/or midyear report can be sent to each. BIS believes a
healthy number of universities to apply to ranges from 5-8, with a limit set at 10. All universities you
are applying to should be added in your BridgeU account, regardless of whether or not your
supporting documents will be sent through BridgeU.
STEP 5: Keep accurate records and copies of all forms you complete.
Application Materials: The Transcript All transcripts must be sent from BridgeU or directly from the
Counseling Office and stamped with the school seal to be considered “official”. Students can get
“unofficial” transcripts for their own use at any time. Two official sealed copies of your transcript and
one unsealed copy will be given to students at graduation. After graduation, transcripts must be
purchased from the Counseling Office for 60,000 IDR, with payment made to the Business Office.
Application Materials:
The BIS Student Profile The BIS Student Profile is a form that provides the Counselor with specific
information about the individual student in the context of school and community. Students must
complete this form thoroughly and submit it to the Counselor.
Recommendations Many university applications will require recommendations. Generally, universities
are interested in hearing from school personnel – your College Counselor and one or two of your
Teachers. Which Teacher do you select? Choose the Teacher who knows you best – he or she will be
able to write a thorough and positive recommendation. Allow at least three weeks f or the letter to be
written in advance of the universities’ deadlines.
●

Ask the writer if he or she is willing to provide you a positive letter of recommendation.

●

Be sure the writer knows the deadline. EA and ED letters should be submitted to the Counselor
by October 15th; for regular decision - by Nov. 15th.

●

A written statement outlining some areas to address in the letter will help a Teacher or
Counselor give a more specific picture of you. Please submit a completed Letter of
Recommendation Request Form, found in the Counseling Office and CCC, to each Teacher who
will be writing for you. Provide the writer with your completed letter of request form, request
the writer’s signature and return the signed form to the Counseling Office. In addition, offer to
meet with the Teacher to answer any questions he or she may have before writing. Ideally, the
Teachers should be those who have taught you in the last two years. Typically, you will need
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two academic recommendations. One Teacher should know you really well and be able to
speak about your strengths and the other should know your work in the academic area you
plan to study (if you know).
●

Let your Teachers know of your final university decision and how appreciative you are of the
role they played in the application process. A thank-you note for their recommendation and
support is an appropriate gesture.

Essays Writing plays an important role in nearly every university application. Each school is looking for
an essay that effectively communicates its point, exhibits creativity and insight, demonstrates
knowledge of grammar and mechanics and most importantly, provides greater understanding of who
you are. It is an opportunity for you to show the readers something about you beyond academics; how
you think, what you care about, and what your goals are.
Application Materials: The Essay In some cases an outstanding essay can aid a borderline applicant.
Universities ask for an essay (some ask for several) for two reasons: They want to see how well a
student writes and communicates, and more importantly, they want to learn about the student as an
individual.
A good essay will bring the writer to life and convey who s/he is and what s/he has accomplished. The
essay adds a personal human dimension to the application. In preparing the essay, the student should
consider the following:
●

Set aside some “special time” to organize your thoughts and do the actual writing and editing
of the essay.

●

Ask your Counselor for tips on writing the admissions essay.

●

Make certain that you understand the essay assignment and respond appropriately.

●

Critique your final draft. Did you address the topic? Were you thorough? Did you provide the
proper details? Does it flow well? Does it hold the reader’s attention throughout? Have you
conveyed your personal position? Have you been thoughtful, sincere, and genuine?

●

Seek the impressions of others (parents/guardians, Teachers, counselors) about your essay.

●

Ask your English Teacher or Counselor to proofread your essay for content, grammar, structure,
spelling, etc.
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The Admission Decision
Although each university is looking for different things in a student, virtually every school you apply
to will consider the following:
●

Rigor of classes taken, grades, scholastic record, class standing, and the quality of your high
school.

●

SAT and/or ACT test scores.

●

Writing ability – application essay and/or a graded writing sample.

●

Recommendations describing your personality, character, ability, academic motivation,
maturity, time management, skills and passions.

●

Activities (sports, awards, leadership, volunteer work, community service).

●

Interview reports by a university representative.

●

Whether you are a legacy (child of alumnus), have a special talent, or belong to an
underrepresented ethnic group.

●

Overall standing compared to that of other applicants
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Chapter 3
CHAPTER 3: Standardized Testing
SAT Reasoning, SAT subject tests, ACT, TOEFL, IELTS (visit www.collegeboard.com,
http://www.act.org/, http://www.ets.org, and https://www.ialf.edu for registration and testing dates
and/or check calendars outside the Counseling Office and CCC).
SAT: Test Preparation If you want to prepare specifically for the SATs, you can use free College Board
test prep Question Of The Day, free Khan Academy test prep, or SAT preparation books available
online.
SAT: Subject Tests Subject tests are one hour, mostly multiple-choice tests. Many colleges require or
recommend one or more of the Subject Tests for admission or placement.
Taking the Test:
1) Check your ticket for the test center location. Bring your ticket to the test center on test day.
2) Take your photo I.D. to the test center for which you were scheduled (BIS is a registered test
center); your name will be on the list.
3) Keep the booklet that came with the test registration information. It contains answers to many
questions you may have regarding registration, lost tickets, change of test date, and score reports.
4) Be prepared. Bring the following items with you to the test:
● Photo I.D.
● Your test admission ticket
● Several sharpened #2 pencils
● A calculator (graphing is preferable)
● Your social security number if you are a US citizen
2020-2021 International SAT and SAT Subject Test Dates and Deadlines
Test Date

SAT

SAT Subject Test

Registration Deadline

August 29, 2020

YES

YES

July 31, 2020

September 26, 2020

YES

NO

TBD

October 3, 2020

YES

YES

September 4, 2020

November 7, 2020

YESS

YES, language
listening test

December 5, 2020

YES

YES
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with

October 9, 2020
November 6, 2020

March 13, 2021

YES

NO

February 13, 2021

May 8, 2021

YES

YES, including listening April 9, 2021

June 5, 2021

YES

YES

May 7, 2021

ACT: The ACT (American College Testing) is a USl college entrance-testing program that focuses on
four areas: English, Mathematics, Reading, and Science Reasoning. Most universities will accept either
the SAT I or ACT scores. You may wish to take both to see which one you score better on. BIS is a
testing site for both the SAT and the ACT.
2020-2021 International ACT Test Dates and Deadlines
Test Date

Registration Deadline

September 12, 2020

August 21, 2020

February 6, 2021

January 17, 2021

June 12, 2021

May 22, 2021

BIS College & University Handbook  | 15

IELTS (International English Language Testing System)
The IELTS is used to evaluate the English proficiency of students whose native language is not
English. Many universities routinely require IELTS in addition to the SAT for students when English is
not their first language or the primary language spoken at home, regardless of citizenship. It is almost
always an admissions requirement for international applicants; although some colleges will waive the
IELTS requirement if the student's SAT critical reading score meets their standard (check with each
college’s website) or they are studying at the IB level.
In general, colleges will look at BOTH SAT and IELTS scores and a good IELTS score can help offset a
weak SAT critical reading score (although the more competitive colleges have high standards for both)
for non-native English speakers. While there is no specific passing or failing IELTS score, each college
decides what score, range of scores or minimum scores are acceptable. This information is readily
available online.
For additional, general or registration information, visit www.ielts.org. Early registration is critical due
to limited seating at testing sites. Grade 11 students are encouraged to take the IELTS in the second
semester of their junior year in preparation for the college admissions process in the first semester of
their senior year.
The IELTS fee for both Paper-based & Computer-delivered is Rp.2,900,000 and can be taken at the
IALF Testing Center in Denpasar, Bali.
Upcoming IELTS testing dates in Bali at IALF :
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Chapter 4
CHAPTER 4: For Students and Parents

Developing Your University List
Often students do not know where they want to go to university. When looking at schools, consider
the following:
Areas of study offered

Special Programs or study opportunities

Admission requirements

Research opportunities

Location

Internship or Co-op programs

Cost

Support Services

Scholarships/Financial aid

Student/Teacher Ratio

Access to Professors

International student population

Students should carefully choose universities based on individual needs, rather than blindly applying
to schools based on one criterion i.e. “my cousin goes there”. Students are encouraged to apply to
several schools, which will vary in terms of selectivity, but still have the most important aspects
desired by the student. BIS believes a healthy number of universities to apply to ranges from 5-8, with
a limit set at 10. Generally, it is recommended that a student’s final list includes schools from each of
the following categories:
Category I A student’s top choice school/s. It is okay to include one “dream school”.
Category II Schools that possess the significant features a student desires and at which the
probability of admission is somewhat likely. These are labeled “realistic” or “target” schools.
Category III Schools that have most of the features a student desires and at which the
probability of admissions is “highly likely” to “certain”. These schools are often categorized as
“safety” or “likely” schools.
While there is no rule, students usually include two or three schools from Categories I and II and at
least one from Category III. Each student should select schools based on her/his academic profile and
apply to schools in which admission requirement minimums are met.
Applying to more than one “realistic” and/or “likely” school will increase the probability of multiple
acceptances, thus providing students with some choice and better financial aid prospects.
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Use the CCC resources and college visits to learn about programs and use your BridgeU account to
search for universities and majors and to add schools to your final list. To access your account, go to
www.Bridge-U.com and log in with your Managebac account details.

Internet Resources
College/University Applications Online:
● https://bridge-u.com/
● https://www.ucas.com/
● https://www.commonapp.org/
● http://info.studielink.nl/en
Exploring College/University Options
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

https://www.collegeboard.org/: Free college search program and test registration.
http://www.usnews.com: College search and university rankings.
http://www.campustours.com: Offers specific information on selected colleges with virtual
tours, campus maps, college videos and more.
http://www.petersons.com: Peterson’s college database is available on this Home Page as is
other educational and career information.
http://www.collegenet.com: A searchable database of colleges, scholarship opportunities and
academic resources.
http://www.collegeexpress.com: Search colleges, take a virtual tour, and ask their experts
questions about the college admission process.
http://www.mycollegeguide.org: Online colleges
http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cool/: Helps organize the college search by geographic region, type of
institution, and instructional program desired.
www.ctcl.org: 40 small schools with strong programs and great teaching.
www.ucan-network.org/: College profiles with easy-to-navigate charts and graphics.

Specialized College Options:
●
●
●
●
●
●

www.ecoleague.org/: Consortium of environmental colleges.
https://ctcl.org/: Colleges That Change Lives.
http://motherjones.com/politics/2009/09/mojo-mini-college-guide:
Ten innovative, low-cost schools.
www.womenscolleges.org/: Women's colleges from coast to coast.
www.workcolleges.org: Consortium of work colleges (site under construction).
http://fairtest.org/university/optional: List of colleges that do NOT require standardized tests.

Australian Universities:
●

https://www.gooduniversitiesguide.com.au/course-provider
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Canadian Universities:
●
●

http://www.macleans.com/
http://www.studyincanada.com/

Exploring Financial Aid:
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

http://www.finaid.org/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search Students fill out a questionnaire to aid in
search for scholarships, loans, from a database of more than 2,300 sources of college funding.
http://www.fastweb.com/ The Internet’s largest free scholarship search. Aimed at American
citizens, this site contains a searchable (by major) database of more than 18,000 scholarships,
grants, fellowships and loans; financial aid calculators to help you plan your finances; links to
college and university financial aid offices, a glossary of terms and more.
http://www.srnexpress.com/index.cfm Scholarship search
www.college-scholarships.com College admissions, financial aid, student loans, scholarships.
https://www.salliemae.com/student-loans/ Student loans
www.savingforcollege.com
http://www.iefa.org/ scholarships and student loans
http://studentaid.ed.gov/students/publications/student_guide/index.html The U.S. Department
of Education’s “The Student Guide” is a comprehensive resource on student financial aid.
http://www.ed.gov/funding/html: Information from the US Department of Education about
federal student financial aid and loan programs.
Fafsa.org: Direct link to the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). – U.S.
Department of Education.

Test Preparation:
●
●
●
●
●

http://www.collegeboard.org
www.kaplan.com
https://www.khanacademy.org/sat
http://www.number2.com/
http://sat.collegeboard.com/practice/sat-question-of-the-day: Daily SAT practice questions

Student Athletes:
● http://www.ncaa.org/
Career Exploration:
●
●

https://roadtripnation.com/edu/careerfinder
BridgeU.com

Others:
● www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/edcams/scholarship: A website meant to promote awareness of
scholarship scams used to lure students and parents/guardians.
● www.greenreportcard.org/: See how your favorite schools are doing on sustainability.

BIS College & University Handbook  | 19

College/University Visits
There is no better way to be able to rank your potential schools than by visiting. With a few tips you
can make the visit a valuable learning experience and have fun too. Visiting is always best when
school is in session, but that may be difficult, so a summer visit is the next best thing. Here are some
pointers and things to keep in mind:
●

Call or email as far ahead in advance as possible to set up a visit. The more advance notice
that a school has of your visit, the better they can treat you.

●

Make sure that you have the criteria in mind for a university that best suits you, before you
visit a school. Is a good drama department and facilities important? Lots of choices in the
humanities? Science labs? Sports facilities? Co-op or internship programs? Once you have the
criteria firmly in mind, you can form your questions and what you want to see around these
key factors.

●

Engage the people hosting you in conversation. If you just listen to their canned speech about
how wonderful the university is you won’t get any information on what the place is really like.
Most tour guides are first or second-year students, so if you are persistent with questions,
you’ll get a good idea of what they really like and don’t like about the school.

●

Don’t be afraid to ask about the negative aspects of a school. If nobody has a negative spin of
any kind on the place, you’ve either found the best school in the world, or they are really
hiding something! If the complaints are minor, you can count on the fact that it’s a positive
place that students like.

●

Don’t visit too many schools in too short a time period. If you go to three schools a day for a
five-day stretch, they will all begin to run together and you will get them confused. When you
see too many schools in a short period, minor, relatively unimportant details (like the weather
that day) will take on more significance than they should. Take notes on each school you visit
so that you can review the things about each school that made an impression on you (positive
and negative).

●

Roam the campus on your own. Check out the facilities and whether there are any students
who are around for summer. If you’re not too shy, engage them in conversation. Are they
friendly? Interesting? Nerdy? This is a time when you and your parents can have a break from
each other – you probably need it!

●

If you have a chance, interview with the admissions people. This will give you an opportunity
to do several things. You can establish a real relationship with a person who will become your
advocate for admission; you can show your intellectual curiosity if you think questions through
and relax; and you can act as the consumer of a product (which you are, even at a top school)
and ask probing questions of the admissions person that will impress him or her that you’ve
done your homework. Two important pieces of advice: never interview for your top school first

BIS College & University Handbook  | 20

(you’ll get better at the process, so practice a few first), and be honest. If you try to wing it or
make up stories about your accomplishments or abilities, they will see right through you – it’s
their job to assess candidates in a short period of time.
●

Imagine yourself as a student at the school. Does that work for you? Are the students like you?
Very much unlike you? Can you be happy there? Is it as international as BIS? (10%
international students at a US school is considered a high percentage.)

●

If you are not sure of the type of school that you want to attend, visit a variety of schools.
Large, small, public, private, urban, rural, etc. Many questions will be answered quickly and
preferences established!

Five Good Questions to Ask Your Tour Guide* Who will teach me next year? At many universities,
senior faculty teach mainly graduate students and upperclassmen. Find out who teaches the general
education courses that all students must take in their first two years. How big are the freshman
classes? Forget about student-faculty ratios, how big will your first-year classes be? Can you get the
classes you want your first year, or will you be on track for the “five- year plan”? What happens on a
typical weekend? This will give you a sense of the overall character of the student body, as well as
your range of options open to you off-campus as well. What issues do students talk about? Casual
conversation says a lot about the intellectual atmosphere of a college. What are this school’s biggest
drawbacks? This should get some interesting responses.
Things to Notice on Campus* Buildings in disrepair – A sign of financial problems. How do the dorms
look? New construction – A sign of financial health and a statement of the college’s planning for the
future. Computers – How up-to-date are the computer labs? Is there WIFI in the dorms? Size of
classrooms – Lots of lecture halls suggests big classes. Lots of seminar rooms means a more personal
approach. Food options- healthy? Bulletin boards – The best indication of what the students are
interested in-check them out.
Good Questions to Ask Your Interviewer* What is distinctive about your school? Beyond academics,
why would parents want their son or daughter to attend this school? What sets students here apart
from those at similar schools? This will make the interviewer think, and will make you more desirable
as a candidate, since he/she will know that you are also considering the competition. What percentage
of entering students graduate within six years? Go on to graduate studies? Return for their second
year? These are all good statistics to compare among similar schools. What are the most common
career paths for graduates? Do graduates head for the Peace Corps or Wall Street? Would I have been
accepted last year? Whether or not you get into a selective university depends mainly on whom you’re
competing against. Since admissions officers can’t predict the exact mix of applicants in any given
year, asking about last year makes it easier for them to assess your chances.
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University Placement: BIS Student Profile
Dear Student,
The information requested on this autobiographical survey is critical in the university planning
process. Completing this form will help you organize and summarize information about yourself that
will be useful in assessing your opinions, preparing for interviews, writing essays, and completing
future university and scholarship applications. It will also be valuable to your Counselor and Teachers
when writing recommendations. In other words, this is your opportunity to shape and influence your
university recommendation! Please be thoughtful and thorough in completing your BIS Student
Profile.
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BIS Student Profile
Dear Grade 12 students, please save a copy of this profile with your name at the start, (ie: Benjamin
Bali BIS Student Profile) complete the profile in detail, and return to your Counselor. Once you have
returned the profile, you will be called in for a follow up interview to talk about the content so that
your Counselor can write the best recommendation possible for you, highlighting your strengths,
uniqueness, readiness for college, and your preparedness for university-level studies.

Profile Questions:
Name:

Mailing Address/Phone:

Nationality/nationalities:

Languages spoken:

Parents Education, University
degrees and majors:
Siblings, ages, grade levels, and
universities they have attended, if
any:
Your short storyWhere you’ve lived and for how
long:
Your family’s short storyHow your family came to live in
Bali, Indonesia:

BIS College & University Handbook  | 23

Parents professions and current
jobs:

Higher level subjects and grades
as of June 2020:

Standard level subjects and
grades as of June 2020:

What is your intended college
major or area of concentration?

What Universities are you
planning to apply to?

Awards - Academic awards
received:

Awards received for activities
outside the classroom:

CAS involvement:

Please list activities and specific roles you played in each and the number of hours per week you
dedicated to these.
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Summer Camps and Experiences/
Summer Learning:

Extracurricular involvement:
(sports, music, drama, MUN, etc,
include specific roles you’ve
played and hours per week)
EOTC- specific involvement and
any leadership positions you’ve
held:
How would you describe your
personality?

How would your parents describe
your personality?

How would your friends describe
your personality?

How would you describe your
online personality?

How do you spend your free
time?

What are your Passions?
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What are your Strengths?

What is your favorite subject and
why?

What books/authors have had the
greatest impact on you?

Describe any leadership positions
you’ve held:

Describe any summer jobs or
other employment or internships
you’ve had and details of your
role:
What do you want colleges to
know about you?

What do you want me to know
about you as your school
counselor?
What makes you unique and
different from other applicants?

What roles/activities do you plan
to continue doing in college?

If there are specific or unique
requirements for the country you
are applying to, please let me
know here:

BIS College & University Handbook  | 26

Is there anything else you’d like
to add?

Add your resume/CV here on the
last page or fill in the details here
as bullet points:

Grade 9:

Grade 10:

Grade 11:

Grade 12:
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Parent/Guardian Feedback Sheet for University Recommendation
Dear Parent/Guardian,
In the next few months, I will be compiling and summarizing your student’s academic and
extracurricular experiences in what is typically called the high school report and/or counselor
recommendation. In order to assist me in portraying your student in the most accurate way, I would
like to request your assistance by completing and returning the attached parent/guardian “Information
Sheet”. Please answer the questions to the best of your ability.
Please feel free to use a second piece of paper if your comments do not fit into the space provided. If
you would like to supply additional information in person or over the phone please feel free to
contact the school. We sincerely believe you have an important role in this process and welcome your
input. Thank you!

Student Name:

Parent/Guardian Name(s) who is
(are) completing this form:

Parent/Guardian Signature:

1. What do you consider to be
your son’s or daughter’s most
outstanding accomplishments
during the past three or four
years? Why did you select
these as important events?
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2. In what areas has your son or
daughter shown the most
development and growth
during the past three or four
years?

3. What do you consider to be
his/her outstanding
personality traits?

4. If you had to describe your son
or daughter in five adjectives,
what would they be? Please
provide examples:

5. Are there any special
circumstances that have
affected your son’s or
daughter’s educational or
personal experiences that we
should be aware of?
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Application Checklist
Make a copy for each college/university to which you are applying. Note that not all items apply to all
applicants or application forms.
Name of College/University:
Admission contact person:
Email:
Phone:
Date application is due:
⬜ Request 2 Teacher recommendations at least three weeks ahead of the deadline.
Teachers’ or Recommenders’ names:
⬜ Visit each school website; note all application requirements and save any necessary forms
⬜ Request transcripts from Counseling Office
⬜ Admission essay submitted for review to Teacher or Counselor.
Tests required; if any:

⬜ SAT Reasoning

⬜ SAT Subject(s)

Date turned in:

⬜ TOEFL/IELTS

⬜ Add all schools to which you are applying in BridgeU and select “Apply Here”
⬜ Pay application fee on-line or by check for mailed applications
⬜ Statement of Finances completed

Date:

⬜ Get confirmation # of your DHL package and be certain to print your return address.
⬜ Submit your part of the application so it arrives before the deadline.
⬜ Request CollegeBoard to send your test scores to colleges.
⬜ If required; CSS Profile submitted

Date:

⬜ FAFSA form filed (US students only)

Date:

⬜ Institutional financial aid application sent (if applicable).
⬜ Visited campus.

Date sent:

Date Requested:

Date:

Date:

Interview Date/Time:
Interviewer (name & title):
⬜ Alumnus/Alumna Interview:
Date/Time:
Interviewer (name):

⬜ Thank-you sent.
Date:
Location:
⬜ Thank-you sent.

Date:

⬜ By May 1: Make a deposit at the college you plan to attend; you may only make a deposit at one school.
Politely notify all other colleges that you are declining their offers of admission.
Date sent:
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Bridge-U at BIS
BIS uses the online college search and application platform, https://bridge-u.com/ starting in grade 9
to educate students on the university and career options available to them, to build their resumes,
organize their extra-curricular, work, and volunteer experiences, to set goals, and to search for best-fit
university programs to which students will apply in grade 12. Students add their universities to their
Bridge-U account and all supporting documents such as the school transcript, letters of
recommendation, and school reports are sent through this platform.
Here is the timeline of Bridge-U college preparation classes taught throughout grades 9-12:

In addition to the many resources available on Bridge-U and in the College Counseling Center (CCC),
BIS is very fortunate to have a multitude of university visits throughout the school year and is proud
to host its own BIS University Fair each year with over 50 universities visiting our campus to speak
personally to our students and provide workshops on topics relevant to the university admissions
process. This year’s fair will be held on Sept. 25, 2020.
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