
Language & Literature

2022-2024 Syllabus

General Overview:

The English Language and Literature course at BIS is for students with experience with the language

and fluency or near-fluency.

The overall course encourages students to examine a wide range of literary and non-literary texts in

order to investigate the nature of language itself and the ways in which it shapes and is influenced by

culture and identity.

The IB gives us three Areas of Exploration:

❖ Readers, Writers, & Texts: Examines choices made by authors and how meaning is

communicated.

❖ Time & Space: Examines how cultural contexts affect language, identity, and reception.

❖ Intertextuality: Examines the connections between and among literature, media, text and

audience.

Final Assessments from 2021 onward:

Assessment Title Description Courses Required

Paper 1 A timed, handwritten analysis essay

responding to a non-literary excerpt

BIS, SL, & HL

Paper 2 A timed, handwritten analysis essay

responding to a question about two

literary works studied in class

BIS, SL, & HL

Individual Oral A timed, oral analysis essay presented in a

15 minute exam about a literary and

non-literary excerpt studied in class

BIS, SL, & HL

HL Essay A 1200-1500 word essay completed

internally but externally assessed by an

examiner.

HL only

Other Course requirements:

In conjunction with both literary and non-literary texts studied, all students will also need to keep a

Learner Portfolio.

The learner portfolio is a wonderful opportunity for your students to chart their growth and their learning over

the two year Language and Literature course. It is meant to act as a tool to aid in their learning, but it's not only

that. It's also a space for reflective and analytical thinking, creative and formal writing, spontaneous and

studious readings of texts and works.
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Distinction between Levels:

At the very basic level, all students are held accountable for the same knowledge in this course.

However, in the literature and literature sections, the number of texts prescribed is greater at HL than

in SL/BIS. In HL, students are generally expected to cover many more texts of all kinds at the SL and

BIS levels. Additionally, there are further differences between each course level.

BIS Level [BIS]: (150 total hours)

Over the course of 2 years, BIS students will read and study 4 literary works and an equal or balanced

amount of time is spent studying non-literary texts.

❖ 30% weight on Exams: Paper 1 & Paper 2 (all internally assessed- extra 15 min given for

each exam time)

❖ 30% weight on Summative Classwork & Learner Portfolio assignments: Presentations,

formative assessments, quizzes etc

❖ 35% weight on Individual Oral (internally assessed)

Standard Level [SL]: (150 total hours)

Over the course of 2 years, BIS students will read and study 4 literary works and an equal or balanced

amount of time is spent studying non-literary texts.

❖ 35% weight on Paper 1 (externally assessed)

❖ 35% weight on Paper 2 (externally assessed)

❖ 30% weight on Individual Oral (internal assessment)

Higher Level [HL]: (240 total hours)

Over the course of 2 years, HL students will read and study 6 literary works and an equal or balanced

amount of time is spent studying non-literary texts. There will be 2 entire units where HL students

will study a text and SL and BIS students will have that time as study periods.❖ 35% weight on

Paper 1* (externally assessed)

❖ 25% weight on Paper 2 (externally assessed)

❖ 20% weight on HL Essay (externally assessed)

❖ 20% weight on Individual Oral (internal assessment)

*Paper 1 at the HL Level has students complete two responses, rather than only one like the SL and

BIS Levels.
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Suggested Syllabus for 2021-2023 Cohort

Grade 11 (Year 1)

Term 1, Year 1 – Organize Your DP Life / Home [Introduction to Paper 1]

❏ What is “Literature?” – An introduction to Lang & Lit

❏ Paper 1 & Introduction to Non-Literary Texts

❏ Language in non literary sources (ads, websites, journalism, photography, essays)
❏ Exams: Benchmark paper 1 timed exam

❏ Bodies of Work: BBC Exodus Documentary, Uger Gallenkus Photography

Term 2, Year 1 – Power [Introduction Paper 2]

❏ Looking at the presence and manipulation of power, particularly at the expense of women
and their bodies, and other parallels with countries in the past and today.

❏ An introduction to paper 2 looking at literary texts

❏ Exams: Semester one mock exams (paper 1) / + benchmark paper 2 essay (non timed in
unit)

❏ Margaret Atwood (1985) Handmaid’s Tale

❏ Bodies of Work: Cosmopolitan magazine covers, United Colors of Benetton, Op-eds with Ben

Shapirro

Term 3, Year 1 – Culture- HL Only [Introduction to HL Essay]

❏ This unit will focus on the pervasiveness of colonial impacts on our cultural understanding
and how we communicate.

❏ Neocolonialism – How much of our language is influenced by Colonialism?
❏ Exams: Paper 2 Mock exam (timed) at start of term 3 before HL unit starts
❏ Chinua Achebe (1959) Things Fall Apart [Free Choice]

❏ Bodies of Work: Muhammed Muheisen photography

Term 4, Year 1 – Gender [Introduction to IO]

❏ This unit will focus on the context of the play, looking at relationships between different
perspectives, local and global issues and how these can create multiple meanings.❏
Specifically, we will look at when Medea was written, and then how it is looked at now. Why
the changes? What makes it different? Have our standards changed?❏ Introduction to the
IO + beginning the early stages of planning of it

❏ Exams: Semester two mock exams (paper 1= x2 essays for HL students)
❏ Euripides (431 B.C.) Medea

❏ Bodies of Work: Feminism - Tropes vs Women - a look at how women are portrayed in the

video game world/community
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Suggested Syllabus for 2021-2023 Cohort Grade 12

(Year 2)

Term 1, Year 2 – Identity - Persepolis [Paper 2 / HL essay]

❏ A look at how our contexts both political and social can impact our national, personal
and cultural identities. Also a look at multi-modal text
❏ Review of paper 2 skills
❏ Review of IO work from Term 4 in year 1
❏ Exams: Paper 2 - could be timed or untimed (start or end of term)
❏ BOW: Wash the Hate (PSA), Banksy, Muhammed Muheisen

Term 2, Year 2 – Individual Oral- Planning, Prepping, & Presenting [IO]

❏ Completing their plan for the individual oral that was started in term 4 of year 1
❏ Practicing & tweaking for the IO in November
❏ Exams: Paper 1 mock timed exam start of term / Final Individual Oral exam

Term 3, Year 2 – The Absurd – HL Only [HL Essay due at start of term]❏ We will look
into absurdism/existentialism, as well as common themes from the novel.❏ Exams: Mock
Exams in February (paper 1 & 2)
❏ Albert Camus (1942) The Stranger

❏ Possible pairing it with The Meursault Investigation by Kamel Daoud

Term 4, Year 2 – Personal Analysis and Essay Practice [Paper 1 & 2]

❏ In preparation for the Paper 1 and Paper 2 exams - we will be looking at a selection of
non-literary texts from a variety of contexts and cultures, then practicing the art of selecting
the right questions and organizing essays, developing arguments, using evidence, and
explanations.
❏ Exams: practice paper 1s and 2s - mostly peer edited with some teacher input

Other works possible works we may explore:

(1) Joseph Conrad (1899) Heart of Darkness [HL only]

(2) Arundhati Roy (1996) The God of Small Things

(3) Kurt Vonnegut (1969) The Children’s Crusade or Slaughterhouse Five

(4) The Things they Carried (1990) by Tim O’Brien

(5) Selected Short Stories by Ernest Hemingway (1899 – 1961)

TOK Ways of Knowing: Language, Sense Perception

TOK Areas of Knowledge: Art, History, Human Sciences, Ethics, Religion, Indigenous Systems
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